
Young people achieve in school, engage in 
their community, and are prepared for the 
workforce.

What we measure: 

What we envision:

What we support:

EDUCATIONAL

SUCCESS

• Children begin school ready to learn and are supported 
academically and socially throughout their educational 
experience.
• Youth become skilled, self-sufficient, and contributing members 
of the community.  

• Early childhood development
• Positive youth development (in school and after-school 
programming)
• School drop-out prevention

Other areas considered:
• Youth workforce development
• 21st century competencies and skills
• Parent-child interactions

• School promotion and graduation rates
• Student academic achievement scores and grades
• School attendance
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What we know:

   While considered necessary, and applicable to a range of different tasks in multiple civic, workplace, and 
family contexts, far more research is needed to create and evaluate new curricula designed with research-
based 21st century competencies instruction methodologies. New approaches to teacher preparation and 
professional development are needed to assist instructors in deeper understanding of the role of 21st century 
competencies in learning core academic content and creating environments the support student learning of 
these competencies into transferable knowledge and skills.   Report Brief, July 2012.  Education at the National 
Research Council.  Accessed on July 28, 2012 at: http://www7.national-academies.org/bota/Education_for_
Life_and_Work_report_brief.pdftory).
   Promise Neighborhoods Research Consortium: Caring Parents.  Accessed on July 30, 2012 at: http://
promiseneighborhoods.org/outcomes/parenting/
   http://promiseneighborhoods.org/programs/
   Child Trends, Early Childhood Highlights. (2010). A Review of School Readiness Practices in the States: Early 
Learning Guidelines and Assessments. Accessed on July 28, 2012 at http://www.childtrends.org/Files//Child_
Trends-2010_06_18_ECH_SchoolReadiness.pdf
   Durlak, JA & Weissberg, RP (2007). The impact of after-school programs that seek to promote personal and 
social skills. Chicago, IL: The Collaborative for Academic, Social and Emotional Learning
   http://promiseneighborhoods.org/programs/  
   http://www.communitiesinschools.org/press-room/resource/five-year-evaluation
   Only 5% of GED completers go on to earn a postsecondary credential.  Resource Youth Council, Sandston, 
Virginia. (June 2012).  
   Resource Youth Council, Sandston, Virginia. (June 2012).  Aligning Potential: Matching the Needs and 
Resources of Youth with the Capital Region’s Future.  
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Empirical evidence indicates that immediate influences on young 
people with the potential to significantly impact long-term educational 
advancement and preparation for career and college include: the 
importance of high quality pre-school and early childhood education, 
school environments characterized by caring and supportive relationships 
among students and teachers, use of effective, collaborative teaching 
strategies, and support for positive behavioral development.    Out-of-
School Time programs provide children and youth with positive adult 
supervision while offering academic, youth development and recreational 
activities. Evidence-based out of school time programs have been 
associated with improvements in children’s self-esteem and self-efficacy, 
ability to control behaviors, grades in school, and performance on 
standardized academic achievement tests.    Effective School drop-out 
prevention programs are associated with increased grade promotion and 
graduation rates, and a significant reduction in high-risk behaviors.  

The Community Foundation values the preparation of the region’s youth 
for the workforce, and recognizes that supporting students through a 
GED program is not sufficient to ensure workforce success.  Innovative 
workforce and training programs that provide youth with work experience 
and training in areas of labor market growth, develop their personal 
effectiveness and job-related skills, and prepare and place youth in post-
secondary educational opportunities, are most likely to be successful.  
Most effective programs require students to develop a post-high school 
plan, be it college or military enrollment, an apprenticeship program, or 
the workforce. 
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